
Blacko Primary School’s River of Reading / Reading Canon 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

  

Traditional Tale 
The Little Red Hen 

 

Traditional Tale 
The Gingerbread Man

 

Traditional Tale 
The Three Little Pigs

 

Traditional Tale 
Three Billy Goats Gruffv

 

Traditional Tale 
Jack and the Beanstalk

 

Traditional Tale 
Little Red Riding Hood

 

Class 
1 

Fiction 

Complexity of Plot/ 
Symbol 

Tiger Who Came to Tea 
Judith Kerr 

 

 

Complexity of the 
Narrator 

Stick Man 
Julia Donaldson 

 

 

Archaic Text 
The Hare and The 

Tortoise 
Aesop 

 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

Peace at Last 
Jill Murphy 

 

 

Resistant Text 
Tadpole’s Promise  

Jeanne Willis 
 

 

Non-Linear Time 
Sequences 

When I Grow Up 
Jon Hales 

 

 

Non-
Fiction 

Information Text 
Seasons 

Hannah Pang 
 
 

 

Inform/Instruction Text 
First Cookbook 
Angela Wilkes 

 

 

Information Text 
All Kinds of Bodies 
Judith Heneghan 

 

 

Explanation Text 
Building a Home 

Polly Faber 
 

 

Information Text 
Find Out About Animal 

Babies 
Martin Jenkins 

 

 

Information Text 
It Starts With a Seed 

Laura Knowles 
 

 

Poetry 
Nursery Rhymes 
Humpty Dumpty 

Mary Had a Little Lamb 
Five Little Men 

Nursery Rhymes 
Row, Row,Row your Boat 

This is the Way 
Five Little Speckled Frogs 

 

Nursery Rhymes 
Little Miss Muffet 
Hey Diddle Diddle 

Five Little Monkeys 

Nursery Rhymes 
Wind the Bobbin Up 

This Old Man 
Sing a Song of Sixpence 

Nursery Rhymes 
What is the Weather 

Today? 
Monday’s Child 

Ten Green Bottles 

Nursery Rhymes 
The Owl & the Pussy Cat 

Peter Piper 
Ten in a Bed 

 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 2 
 
Year 
A 

Fiction 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

Red Kite, Blue Kite 
Ji-Li Jiang 

 

 

Complexity of the 
Narrator 

Fantastic Mr Fox  
Roald Dahl 

 

 

Archaic Text 
The Little Prince 

Antoine De Saint-
Exupéry 

 

 

Resistant Text 

Mirror  

Jeannie Baker 

 

 

Archaic Texts 

The Frog Prince  
Brothers Grimm 

 

 

Non-Linear Time 
Sequences 

The Stinky Cheese Man 
and Other Fairly Stupid 

Tales  
 

Jon Scieszka 
 

 

Non-
Fiction 

 
Inform/Instruction Text 

Lunch at 10 
Pomegranate Street 

Felicita Sala 
 

 
 

Letter 
Dear Spookysaur 

Chae Strathie 
 

 

Explanation Text 
The Story of Inventions 

Amy Husband  
 

 

 
Information Text 
My First Book of 

Woodland Animals 
Zoe Ingram 

 

 
 

Diary 
Cinderella: My Secret 

Scrapbook Diary 
Kees Moerbeek 

 

 

Information Text 
A Climate in Chaos: and 

How You Can Help 
Neal Layton 

 

 

Poetry 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

Scissors 
Allen Ahlberg 

Archaic Text 
Twas the Night Before 

Christmas 
Clement Clarke Moore 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

The Creature in The 
Classroom 

Jack Prelutsky 

Archaic Text 
The Frog 

Hilaire Belloc 

Resistant  Text 
The Land of Bumbly Boo 

Spike Milligan 

Archaic Text 
Now We Are Six 

A. A. Milne 



  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 2 
 
Year 
B 

Fiction 

Archaic Texts 

The Magic Faraway Tree 

Enid Blyton 

 

 

Complexity of the 
Narrator 

The Three Little Wolves 
and the Big Bad Pig  

Eugene Trivizas 

 

 
 

Resistant Text 

Lost and Found 

Oliver Jeffers 

 

 

 

Non-Linear Time 
Sequences 

When the Rain Comes  

Tom Pow 

 

 
 

Complexity of the 
Narrator 

The Day the Crayons Quit 
Drew Daywait 

 

 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

The Building Boy  

Ross Montgomery 

 

  
 

Non-
Fiction 

Inform/Instruction Text 
A Little Country Cottage: 

An Autumn Treasury 
Angela Ferraro Fanning 

 

 

Diary 
The Gunpowder Plot 

Robin Twiddy 
 

 

 
Information Text 

The Big Book of Blooms 
Yuval Zommer 

 

 
 

 
Explanation Text 
Maps of The UK 

Rachel Dixon & Ms Livi 
Gosling 

 

 
 

Letter 
Dragon Post 
Emma Yarlet 

 

 
 

Information Text 
My Big Book of Outdoors 

Tim Hopgoog 
 

 

Poetry 
Archaic Text 

The Three Little Kittens 
Eliza Lee Follen 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

I Do not Mind You 
Winter Wind 
Jack Prelutsky 

Archaic Text 
The More It Snows 

A. A. Milne 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

Please, Mrs Bulter! 
Allen Ahlberg 

Resistant Text 
Ning Nang Nong 

Spike Milligan 

Archaic Text 
Who Has Seen the Wind 

Christina Rossetti 

  



  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 3 
 
Year 
A 

Fiction 

Complexity of the 
Narrator 

The Legend of Podkin 
One Ear 

Kieran Larwood 
 

 

Archaic Language Text 
The Lion, The Witch and 

The Wardrobe 
C.S. Lewis 

 

 

Complexity of Plot/ 
Symbol 

Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban 

J. K. Rowling 
 

 

Archaic Language Text 
Stig of the Dump  

Clive King 
 

 
 

Resistant Text 
Cloud Busting  

Malorie Blackman 
 

 
 

Non-Linear Time 
Sequence 
Farm Boy  

Michael Morpurgo 
 

 
 

Non-
Fiction 

Explanation Text 
Kids Fight Plastic 

How to be a 
#2minutesuperhero 

Martin Dorey 
 

 

Information Text 
Rivers 

Rebecca Khan 
 

 

Biography 
Malala Yousafzai 
Lisa Williamson 

 

 

Diary 
Roman Diary 
Richard Platt 

 

 

Newspaper 
The Stone Age Tablet 

Andrew Langley 
 

 
 

Linked to Picture News or 
News4 Kids: 

https://newsforkids.net 

Information Text 
The Wonder of Trees 

Nicola Davies 
 

 

Poetry 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

Catch a Little Rhyme 
Eve Merriam 

Archaic Text 
You Are Old Father 

William 
Lewis Carroll 

Resistant Text 
Something Tol the Wild 

Geese 
Rachel Field 

Archaic Text 
Topsy Turvy World 

William Brightly Rands 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 
Ducks Ditty 

Kenneth Grahame 

Archaic Text 
The Table and The Chair 

Edward Lear 



  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 3 
 
Year 
B 

Fiction 

Complexity of the 
Narrator 

Max and the Millions 
Ross Montgomery 

 

 
 

Archaic Language 
The Little Match Girl 

Hans Christian Anderson 
 

 

Complexity of the Plot / 
Symbol 

The Iron Man 
Ted Hughes 

 

 

Complexity of the 
Narrator 

Nim’s Island 
Wendy Orr 

 

 

Non-Linear Time 
Sequence 

The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter 

Phillip Pullman 
 

 
 

Complexity of the Plot / 
Symbol 

The Day I fell into a 
Fairytale 

Ben Miller 
 

 

Non-
Fiction 

Explanation Text 
All About Eid 
Sarah Shaffi 

 

 

Information Text 
Inside Animals 
Barbara Taylor 

 

 
 

Biography 
The Extraordinary Life of 

Stephen Hawking 
Kate Scott 

 

 

Diary 
Pirate Diary 

Richard Platt 
 

 

Newspaper 
The Roman Tribune 

Andrew Langley 
 

 
 

Linked to Picture News or 
News4 Kids: 

https://newsforkids.net 

Information Text 
A Rock Is Lively 

Dianna Hutts Aston 
 

 

Poetry 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

Revolting Rhymes 
Roald Dahl 

Archaic Text 
Little Matchstick Girl 

William Brightly Rands 
 

Resistant Text 
If Once You Have Slept 

on an Island 
Rachel Field 

Archaic Text 
There Was an Old Man 

With a Beard 
Edward Lear 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

Dream Variations 
Langston Hughes 

Archaic Text 
How Doth the Little 

Crocodile 
Lewis Carroll 

 



  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 4 
 
Year 
A 

Fiction 

Complexity of the Plot / 
Symbol 
Skellig 

David Almond 
 

 

Non-Linear Time 
Sequence 

Holes 
Louis Sachar 

 

 

Archaic Language Text 
The Wonderful Wizard of 

Oz  
L. Frank Baum 

 

 

Non-Linear Time 
Sequence 

The 1000 Year Old Boy 
Ross Welford 

 

 

Complexity of the 
Narrator Text 

The Boy at the Back of 
the Class 

Onajli Q Rauf 
 

 

Resistant Text 
A Monster Calls 

Patrick Ness 
 

 

Non-
Fiction 

Explanation Text 
Science Skills Sorted 

Evolution and 
Classification 

Anna Claybourne 
 

 

Recount 
Survival In Space: The 

Apollo 13 Mission 
Stefano Tambellini 

 

 
 

 
Biography 

Emmeline (Pankhurst) 
Hayden Kaye 

 

 
 

Diary 
Journey Along The River 

Nile 
Sonya Newland 

 

 

Newspaper 
First News 

 

 
 

Linked to Picture News or 
News4 Kids: 

https://newsforkids.net 

Letter 
Letters From Lockdown 

Natasha Kaplinsky 
 

 

Poetry 
Archaic Text 
The Tyger 

William Blake 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

In Flanders Fields 
John McCrea 

Resistant Text 
Sky in the Pie 

Roger McGough 

Archaic Text 
The Listeners 

Walter De La Mare 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

I Wandered Lonely as a 
Cloud 

William Wordsworth 

Archaic Text 
The Eagle 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

  



  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 4 
 
Year 
B 

Fiction 

Complexity of the Plot / 
Symbol 

Northern Lights 
Phillip Pullman 

 

 

Complexity of the 
Narrator 

A Series of Unfortunate 
Events 

Lemony Snicket 
 

 

Archaic Language Text 
Around the World in 80 

Days 
Jules Verne 

 

 

Resistant Text 

The Lie Tree 

Frances Hardinge 

 

 
 

Complexity of the 
Narrator Text 

The Girl of Ink and Stars 
Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

 

 

Non-Linear Time 
Sequence 
Cogheart 

Peter Bunzi 
 

 

Non-
Fiction 

Information Text 
Colours of the World 

Green Planet 
Moira Butterfield 

 

 

Recount 
Voices From the Second 

World War 
Walker books Ltd 

 

 
 

Biography 
The Extraordinary Life of 

Katherine Johnson 
Devika Jina 

 

 

Diary 
Archie’s Scrapbook 

Marcia Williams 
 

 

Newspaper 
Anglo Saxon tomes 

Andrew Langley 
 

 
 

Linked to Picture News or 
News4 Kids: 

https://newsforkids.net 

Letter 
Child I 

Steve Tasane 
 

 
 

Poetry 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

A Ballard of London 
Richard Le Gallienne 

Archaic Text 
Charge of the Light 

Brigade 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

Resistant Text 
A Poison Tree 
William Blake 

Archaic Text 
Lines Written in Early 

Spring 
William Wordsworth 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbol 

Silver 
Walter De La Mare 

Archaic Text 
The Raven 

Edgar Ellen Poe 

 


